THE RIOTS OF 1749

guards were brought from Somerset House and the Tilt-
Yard; and after desperate encounters the streets were
cleared. Somehow, only a few of the rioters were arrested;
of whom two were placed in a temporary night-prison
under the house of a beadle named Nathanael Munns. The
next night the mob again assembled, wrecked two other
houses and burned the goods; wrenched the bars out of
the windows of Beadle Munns ?s cellar and rescued his two
prisoners with a yell.

It so happened, however, that just as this second riot was
reaching its height, Saunders Welch of Holborn, who had
been visiting a friend in the city, met the mob about mid-
night on his way homeward, and with the aid of a military
force was able to drive the rioters from the streets before
morning. Several of the ringleaders were apprehended
and conducted under a strong guard to the New Prison.
Still again, lawless crowds assembled on Monday morning
and pressed into Bow Street to rescue anyone that might
be brought there for examination. Such was the posture
of affairs on Fielding's return from the country towards
noon on Monday. The fearless magistrate immediately
sent for a party of the guards to bring the ringleaders from
the New Prison to his house, where they arrived amid up-
roar and shouts of "To the rescue!" In vain Constable
Welch went among the mob and entreated them to disperse;
in vain Fielding himself "from his window informed them
of their danger and exhorted them to depart to their own
habitations." Thereupon the justice dispatched a mes-
senger to the Secretary of War for a reinforcement of
soldiers to protect the court. That afternoon the rioters
who had been arrested on the previous night were duly
examined and nine of them were committed to Newgate,
where they were conveyed in closed vehicles attended by
the guards. All Monday night people dwelling along the
Strand were in consternation, mobs were threatening to
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